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A Message from our Chief Executive

Dear Parents, Carers, and Colleagues,

As we come to the end of a busy first term, it is a pleasure to be writing my first introduction to our
Trust newsletter as Interim Chief Executive. There has been a great deal happening across our nine
schools, and | hope you enjoy reading the newsletter to find out about some of the excellent work and
achievements featured in this edition.

One of my priorities when taking on the role was to spend more time in our schools. | am pleased to
have now visited all nine at least once this term, meeting with Principals and walking around each
school. It has been a real pleasure to speak to staff and pupils, see some excellent work taking place
and hear about the opportunities our schools are providing for our children and young people.

This term, we have agreed a £2.6 million capital programme for 2026/27, funded centrally by the Trust,
to deliver further IT and Estates improvements across our nine schools. Work will now begin to obtain
quotations and finalise specifications. Much of this investment will focus on essential infrastructure
and compliance, which may go largely unnoticed but is incredibly important. Alongside this, we have
allocated a further £200,000 to our “'WOW’ projects, delivering more visible improvements to learning
environments across a number of our schools during the coming year.

We were also pleased to welcome Dan McDonald, Chair of Trustees, and Simon Bass, Vice Chair of
Trustees, to The Rowans for a school visit. Both thoroughly enjoyed their time at the school, commenting
that “what really came across was just how much thought, care and commitment goes into making sure
the children have the best possible experience.” Over the coming terms, we will be offering all Trustees
the opportunity to visit our schools.

I have also attended many of our schools” Local Academy Board meetings. These have been a valuable
opportunity to introduce myself, hear Principals report on their schools and see the excellent support
and challenge provided by Governors. Our Governors give their time voluntarily and play an important
role in our schools. If you have any contacts who would be interested in joining a Local Academy
Board, please contact Sarah Phillipson at

I am also really pleased that we can finally celebrate the excellent Ofsted outcome at Miers Court
Primary School, which was judged Strong in five areas of its recent inspection. | am sure you will all
join me in congratulating the school on this fantastic achievement. It is thoroughly deserved and gives
the whole school community a great deal to be proud of.

Finally, a huge thank you to all our staff, leaders and governors for everything they continue to do. My
visits this term have reinforced just how much hard work and care goes into providing the best possible

education and opportunities for our pupils every day.

[ hope you all manage to have a real rest over the two week October half term.

K.T7 gtor

Kyle Taylor Interim Chief Executive
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A Message from our Chief Executive

Welcome to our latest Trust newsletter, celebrating the fantastic examples
of Inclusivity, Dignity, Respect and Ambition shown by our pupils and staff
across our academies.

From embracing challenges and adventures to inspiring trips, workshops
and fundraising initiatives, discover how our Trust values continue to shine
through everything we do.

K.Tn gtor

Kyle Taylor Interim Chief Executive

Inclusivity

Dignity

KS3 pupils at The Rowans AP Academy
have been developing their batch-
cooking skills while exploring the
importance of sharing meals with

friends and family. Cooking and eating
together helps bring people together,
celebrate differences and build a sense of
belonging.

Thames View Primary School PGL
adventurers have been embracing
challenges, from the giant swing
and abseiling, to tunnel trails and
raft building. The pupils have shown
fantastic teamwork, courage and
encouragement for one another, and
supported each other along the way.

Well done to Sylvie B at The Abbey
School who raised an incredible £422
for the Meningitis Research Foundation
through her own tombola stall at
Macknade! Her kindness, generosity
and commitment to helping others are
a fantastic example of dignity in action.

Miers Court Primary School supported
Jeans for Genes Day on Friday 18
September, helping raise funds to
support children living with genetic
conditions. Pupils wore denim to
school in exchange for a £1 donation,
showing dignity and compassion for
others.

Ambition

Respect

Former The Howard School student
Luis Binks received his first Scotland
senior squad call-up, and the story has
since been picked up by the BBC. Their
team visited The Howard to speak with
students and staff about Luis’ time at the
school and his journey to professional
and international football.

A proud moment for Deanwood Primary
School students Caydence, Gracie-Mae
and Liana, as they signed for ‘Medway
Town Pinx’. Their commitment, talent
and ambition have earned them this
exciting opportunity, and we can’t wait
to see what they achieve. Well done,
girls!
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Year 6 at Temple Mill Primary School
welcomed three Magistrates to learn
more about the UK justice system,
the role of Magistrates and why laws
are important. A valuable opportunity
to explore respect, responsibility

and consequences through real-life
experience.

Waterfront UTC students represented
their school brilliantly as ball retrievers
at a recent Gillingham FC match.
Their professionalism, enthusiasm and
excellent behaviour earned praise
from club staff, showing the respect
and maturity they bring to every
opportunity.
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Trust News

Miers Court
Primary School

Miers Court Primary School is celebrating a
fantastic Ofsted outcome, with five areas judged
‘Strong Standard’ and two ‘Expected Standard’
under the new framework.

Inspectors rated Attendance and Behaviour,
Inclusion, Leadership and Governance, Personal
Development & Wellbeing and Early Years as
‘Strong Standard’. The report praised the school’s
“thought provoking” curriculum, positive attitudes
to learning and inclusive culture, noting that pupils
“feel welcome” and “achieve well”.

The school’s Early Years provision was also
recognised as ‘Strong Standard’, a grading achieved
by only 25% of schools inspected under the new
framework so far.

Principal, Mrs Fordyce, said:
“We are all absolutely delighted with the outcome
of our Ofsted Inspection. This report is a wonderful

recognition of the hard work, dedication and
commitment of our pupils, staff, governors and
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Read our report

families. Most importantly it reflects the positive,
ambitious and nurturing environment that we
strive to create every day, where every child is
supported to achieve their very best.”

Kyle Taylor, Interim Chief Executive of The
Howard Academy Trust, added:

“I am delighted that Miers Court Primary School
has been recognised as Strong in five areas of its
Ofsted inspection. This is a fantastic outcome
and gives the whole school community a huge
amount to be proud of.

We are incredibly proud of the leadership
team, staff and governors at Miers Court. Their
determination, commitment and hard work,
day in and day out, has made a real difference
to the school and, most importantly, its pupils.

This report is recognition of everything they
have achieved, and is thoroughly deserved.”

To read the full report, please click here.

thatrust.org.uk | @thatrustkent
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A Summer of WOW Projects

Investing in Our Academies

Over the summer, more than £1.5 million was
invested across The Howard Academy Trust, with
projects taking place across all our academies to
improve our premises, strengthen IT infrastructure
and complete essential health, safety and
compliance works.

Across our primary academies, investment included
transformed EYFS outdoor areas at Temple Mill and
Deanwood, refreshed classrooms and communal
spaces, new outdoor play equipment and dedicated
WOW Project spaces for learning, collaboration
and pupil engagement. Miers Court and Thames
View also received significant upgrades to their
network, Wi-Fi and connectivity.

Our secondary academies also saw major
improvements, including refurbished classrooms,
Sixth Form and shared spaces, new technology and
upgraded digital infrastructure. Hurstmere gained
three flexible ‘Big Teaching’ classrooms, while The
Abbey now boasts a new greenhouse space, to
support practical learning and horticulture.
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Our WOW Projects have also created some
exciting new spaces, including a transformed
school hall at Hurstmere, a purpose-built
Coffee Cabin at The Rowans AP Academy, and
a refurbished Sixth Form area and dining space
at The Howard School.

Alongside the visible improvements, essential
works including boiler replacements, electrical
upgrades, window replacements, concrete
repairs, gas safety works and energy-efficient
lighting are helping ensure our schools remain
safe, compliant and fit for the future.

These projects are about more than improving
buildings. They are about creating better spaces
for learning, wellbeing, independence and
opportunity, supporting our pupils and staff
every day.

A huge thank you to our Estates, IT, Marketing
& Design and Site Teams for the hard work
behind the scenes in delivering this significant
programme over the summer.
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From Term 2, Olive Dining will be bringing
fresh, nutritious and delicious food to many of
our THAT schools*!

“We're passionate about serving high-quality
meals made with carefully selected ingredients.
Wherever possible, we use locally sourced
produce, supporting our communities while
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making more sustainable choices. Our three-week menu cycle is thoughtfully created with your school pupils in mind,
offering a variety of tasty, balanced meals to keep children fuelled throughout the school day. Alongside our hot meals, we
also offer a Salad Deli Bar, packed with a colourful selection of fresh salads, vegetables and tasty toppings, giving pupils
plenty of choice to create a lunch they’ll enjoy. Great food, plenty of choice and something for everyone!”

Health and wellbeing support for all,

for less than £16 a month
Support when life gets busy

For less than £16 per person, per month, Benenden Health membership gives all
employees practical healthcare and wellbeing support that fits around busy,
varied working lives.

Open to everyone: no age limits, no medical questionnaires and no exclusions for
pre-existing conditions.

Benefits available to members:

Expert GP support around the clock, Access confidential support whenever
helping you get answers faster you need someone to talk to

I 24/7 GP Helpline I Mental Health

Physiotherapy Diagnosis and Treatment

Expert support to help reduce pain Help you find answers faster with

and improve mobility Medical Diagnostics, when the NHS
wait time is over 3 weeks

Take control of your wellbeing with
expert advice, health tools and
resources available on your phone

I App Wellbeing Hub

Eligibility criteria and exclusions may apply.

O benenden

health

Scan the code to
join today!

benenden.co.uk
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Deanwood
g’} Primary School

Inspiring Young Writers

Willow Class were delighted to welcome author David Fuller,
who shared his passion for reading and writing and treated the
children to exciting extracts from his books. His visit gave pupils
a wonderful insight into the creative process and encouraged
them to think about what inspires their own writing. Taking on
board his advice, the children have since been busy planning and
writing their own stories, with some fantastic ideas and creative
characters emerging. It was wonderful to see their enthusiasm for
storytelling grow!

Celebrating Molly’s Progress

A fantastic achievement for Molly in Year 4, who was awarded an
Outstanding Progress Award by her teachers at Razzamataz. Molly
was incredibly proud of her achievement, and it’s wonderful to
see her growing in confidence over the past year.

Her progress has been recognised both in school and by her drama
teachers at Razzamataz — a brilliant example of how confidence
and determination can make a real difference. Well done, Molly!

Follow us on @deanwoodthat

Oe

World Explorers

Year 4 pupils became world explorers as they used
atlases to locate different countries and identify the
continents they belong to.

From exploring South America to finding Australia,
Willow Class worked brilliantly together, developing
their map skills while showing plenty of curiosity and
enthusiasm for their learning. A fantastic geography
lesson!
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VIP Lunch Club

Year 4's VIP Lunch Club is back again this term! Pupils
are working towards their Multiplication Tables Check by
following a TTRockstars practice schedule and meeting
weekly targets in Garage mode.

Those who reach their target earn a place at Miss
Manewell’s VIP Lunch Club, enjoying a well-deserved
lunch, juice, a biscuit and a movie. A fantastic way to
recognise their hard work and commitment!
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' Primary School

Follow us on @thamesviewthat

Exploring Ancient Egypt

Year 5 enjoyed bringing their learning about Ancient Egypt to
life. Pupils explored the mummification process, created clay
amulets, examined artefacts including some genuine Ancient
Egyptian items, and had a go at writing on papyrus using ink.

They also discovered how Ancient Egyptians spent their leisure
time, by playing traditional board games. A brilliant day of hands-
on learning and discovery!

From Farm to Fork

Year 3 have been learning about where our food comes
from, exploring where different fruits are grown around
the world.

The children investigated the journey of the fruit in their
shop basket before putting their practical skills to the test.
Using their chopping techniques, they worked carefully
to create their own colourful and delicious fruit salads.
A fantastic way to combine learning with hands-on
experience!

Enterprise Class Creates Some Vikings!

Enterprise Class brought their Viking history learning to life
through a fantastic drama activity.

The children created and performed their own live news reports
about a Viking invasion, taking on roles including Vikings,
Anglo-Saxons, eyewitnesses and news reporters. It was a great
opportunity to develop their confidence, creativity and teamwork
while bringing their history learning to life.

Exploring Rainham

Year 1 enjoyed a fantastic Hook Day to launch
their new topic, ‘What Makes Rainham So Great?’
The children explored the school, sorted pictures,
discussed their local area and took part in their first
Forest School session.

They showed plenty of curiosity, enthusiasm and
teamwork throughout the day!
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We are a Modeshift STARS '?

Follow us on @mierscourtthat

Miers Court are Eco Award Winners!

Miers Court Primary School is celebrating after winning
two Rainham Community Young Eco Awards. The school
received the Best Picture Award and Best Poem Award,
alongside being shortlisted for Gardening Team of the Year.
A huge well done to all the children who contributed their
creativity and ideas, with a special mention to last year’s Year
5 pupils whose eco display helped showcase the school’s
commitment to caring for the environment!

Miers Court Recognised for Active Travel

Miers Court Primary School has achieved Good Accreditation
through the Modeshift STARS programme, recognising their
efforts to promote healthier, safer and more sustainable
journeys to school. The accreditation celebrates the school’s
commitment to encouraging active travel, helping pupils
develop healthy habits while supporting a safer and more
environmentally friendly local community. Congratulations to
everyone involved in this achievement!
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Temple Mill

Primary School

Building Skills and Confidence

This term, Caterpillar Class are taking a closer look at themselves
while developing their skills and confidence. They have started
by focusing on fine motor skills, using a range of fun, hands-on
activities to strengthen their fingers and hands.

These activities are helping children develop the control,
coordination and confidence they need for writing, drawing and
everyday tasks. A great start to their learning this term!

Exploring Space

Year 5 have been fully immersed in their Space topic, developing
their knowledge through a range of practical investigations. They
explored how asteroids can impact a planet by creating their
own craters using marbles and trays of flour. Pupils dropped
the ‘asteroids’ from different heights, carefully measured the
diameter of each crater and recorded how the impact changed.

It was fantastic to see them making predictions, testing ideas and
using their scientific skills to draw conclusions from their results!

Biking Science in Action

Year 2 have been busy exploring the different materials used
to make cycling helmets, investigating their properties and
considering why particular materials are suitable for protecting
us. The children have been developing their scientific thinking
and making predictions as they prepare for their very own
‘eggsperiment’. We're looking forward to seeing their ideas put
to the test! A fantastic example of hands-on science and learning
in action.

Learning Through Drawing Club

There has been lots of learning through play during Drawing
Club sessions in Year 1 this term. Pupils have been developing
their drawing and writing skills by practising numbers, letters and
creating faces, while also using their creativity to design and build
structures with LEGO and a range of other materials. The sessions
have been a great way for pupils to develop their fine motor skills,
imagination, confidence and problem-solving skills while having
fun and learning through practical activities.
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A Passionate Volunteer at Kent Life

Blake had a fantastic time volunteering at Kent Life, where he took
on a variety of tasks, including understanding how to look after
the animals, and really got stuck in. He approached each activity
with a positive attitude, plenty of enthusiasm and a big smile,
showing that he was happy to take on new challenges and help
wherever needed. It was brilliant to see Blake making the most
of the opportunity and demonstrating commitment, responsibility
and a great work ethic throughout the day. Well done, Blake!!

Exploring Animal Management

Our College Carousel group had an exciting hands-on experience
today, meeting Casper the ghost corn snake as part of their Animal
Management course.

The students showed great confidence and curiosity, with everyone
willing to get involved and try something new. Experiences like
this are a fantastic way to build practical skills, develop confidence
and bring their learning to life.
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Hurstmere O@©

i School Follow us on @HurstmereSchool

School Sports Games Partnership

Hurstmere pupils had a fantastic day of partnership work between
Hurstmere School and Sherwood Park as part of the School Sports
Games Partnership. A big thank you to Louie French, MP for Old
Bexley and Sidcup, for joining us and speaking with pupils about the
importance of sport, and the opportunities for young people in our
local area.

It was great to share experiences and celebrate the role sport plays in
supporting young people and building stronger local communities.

Staying Safe

Our Year 7 and 8 students welcomed members of the Police for an
important session focused on staying safe in the community and
online. Students had the opportunity to learn more about potential
risks, how to make safe and responsible choices, and where to go
for support if they have concerns.

The session provided valuable advice and encouraged students to
think about how they can keep themselves and others safe, both
in their local community and when using the internet and social
media. A useful and engaging session for our students.

Celebrating A Fantastic Open Evening

We were proud to welcome over 1,200 visitors to our Year 7 Open
Evening this year, making it a fantastic evening of celebration and
discovery. Families had the opportunity to explore the school, meet
staff and pupils, and experience first-hand what makes Hurstmere
such a special place to learn and grow, with a huge variety of
talks and activities to take part in. A huge thank you to everyone
who attended, and to all the staff and pupils who helped make the
evening such a success.
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UTC Follow us on @waterfrontutc

Furthering Education and Careers

Engineering Challenge

Our new Year 9 students took on the Revision Card Tower Challenge,
putting their teamwork, problem-solving and engineering skills to the
test. With just 15 minutes to design and build the tallest freestanding
structure possible, students had to think creatively and work together
under pressure.

They showed fantastic ingenuity, collaboration and determination
throughout the challenge. A brilliant start to their engineering learning!

Connecting Education and Industry

Waterfront UTC T-Level students recently visited the live
Inspire SEN School project with Morgan Sindall Construction &
Infrastructure, gaining valuable insight into the early stages of a
major construction project. The visit gave students the chance to
see a range of industry roles in action and explore potential career
pathways. With further site visits, employer-set tasks and industry
engagement planned, this partnership is helping students connect
their learning with the world of work.

Art & Design Students Visit Maidstone Museum

Year 12 and 13 Art & Design BTEC students visited Maidstone
Museum as part of their Creative Craft unit, exploring a wide
range of craft objects from different cultures and periods. Students
sketched and photographed ceramics, glass, textiles, jewellery
and other traditional and unusual craft pieces, developing their
observational drawing skills and gathering research for their
coursework.

AliDeck Industry Visit

Waterfront UTC has launched its AliDeck industry visit
programme, with our T-Level students visiting the factory to
explore the manufacturing process and the range of roles involved.
Students gained insight into how different teams work together
and discovered more about potential career opportunities within
the industry. The programme will continue throughout the year,
giving Post-16 and Year 9 students valuable opportunities to meet
industry professionals and see how their learning connects to the
workplace. A big thank you to the AliDeck team for supporting
these valuable experiences.
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Furthering Social Impact and Development

Geography Fieldwork in Herne Bay

Our Geography students took their learning beyond the classroom
with a fieldwork trip to Herne Bay. They investigated coastal
management, explored evidence of decline and collected data
through Environmental Quality Surveys and land-use mapping.

The experience gave students the opportunity to apply their
classroom knowledge, develop valuable fieldwork skills and
prepare for their upcoming exams.

Olivia Takes on 21 Challenges for Charlie’s Promise

A huge well done to Olivia L in Year 8, who has already completed
four challenges as part of her 21 for 21 fundraising campaign for
Charlie’s Promise. Olivia has challenged herself to complete 21
fundraising activities ahead of what would have been Charlie’s
21st birthday, including walking 21km, baking 21 cookies and
planting 21 daffodils in Charlie’s memory. She has already raised
an incredible £434, with support from her step-sister Maiya. A
fantastic example of active citizenship, kindness and community
spirit. Well done, Olivial!

You can support Olivia by giving a

Music Explorers Day

Students from Ospringe C of E Primary School and Selling Primary
School joined musicians from The Abbey School for an inspiring
Music Explorers Day led by Kent Music.

Through samba rhythms and ensemble performances, students
developed their musical skills, confidence and creativity while
enjoying the opportunity to make music together. A big thank you
to Kent Music and the students who made the day such a success!

Preparing for Life After Sixth Form

Year 13 students welcomed Staff from Canterbury Christ Church
University for a valuable session on student finance. The visit
provided practical information and advice to help students
understand the costs of university and prepare for their next steps
after Sixth Form.

A big thank you to the university team for supporting our students
as they plan for their futures.
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Celebrating Student Success and Social Impact

National Skiing Finalists

A huge congratulations to JB, ZT and DC, who have secured their
places in the National English Schools Skiing Competition Final,
following a fantastic performance in the qualifiers.

The boys also recently took Tst place Senior Male School at the
National Schools Open Championship — South, with all three
finishing on the podium. An incredible achievement and a brilliant
example of their ambition, determination and teamwork. We wish
them the very best for the national final in Norwich!

Sailing Success

A huge congratulations to JO on an outstanding performance
in the annual Isle of Sheppey Round the Island Race. Taking on
a challenging course of around 40 miles, Jo showed incredible
determination and endurance to finish 1st in the Under 16s, 1st
Catamaran and 6th overall.

Completing such a demanding race is a fantastic achievement in
itself, and these results are a brilliant reflection of JO’s commitment,
skill and ambition. Another great example of our students achieving
amazing things beyond the classroom. Well done, JO!

An Unforgettable Paris Trip B

Our students enjoyed an unforgettable four-day trip to Paris,
packed with sightseeing, adventure and plenty of opportunities to
experience French culture. Students took a Bateaux Mouches cruise
along the Seine, visited the Stade de France, Chateau de Chantilly
and Montmartre, and had an exciting day at Parc Astérix. The trip
ended in spectacular fashion with a visit to the Eiffel Tower, where
students enjoyed incredible views across the city. Along the way,
there were plenty of laughs, shared experiences and even two
birthday celebrations, making the trip even more special!

Visiting the Houses of Parliament

Year 7 students enjoyed a fantastic day in London, including a tour
of the Houses of Parliament. They explored the House of Commons
and House of Lords, learning more about British democracy, the
role of Parliament and the history of Westminster. Students also had
the opportunity to see some of London’s famous landmarks. The
trip proved to be a brilliant opportunity to broaden their horizons,
build confidence and experience one of the UK’s most important
institutions first-hand.
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Join Our Team

The Howard Academy Trust’s aim and vision is for
our member schools to work together to build a
community of successful learners, and to deliver
an outstanding education for children and young
people.

To ensure that we can provide this, we pride
ourselves in our ability to deliver the support that
you need to progress in your career in a way that
best suits you.

We welcome new staff and ECTs into our 9
academies in all subjects and key stages, and
provide a community which allows for collaboration
and the building of a strong and supportive teaching
network.

Did you know that many of our facilities are available
to hire outside of school hours? We have a variety of
classrooms, school halls, sports hall & gym facilities,
dance studios, drama studios, conference rooms and
football pitches available, and accept bookings on
weekday evenings and weekends!

To see a full list of the facilities available, to check

availability and book a location, visit:
https://thatrust.schoolhire.co.uk/
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The Howard Academy Trust values employees who
work for our organisation and can offer a variety of
support, as well as opportunities to progress in your
career with access to Middle and Senior Leadership
Courses, role specific training courses for associate
staff, and career stage CPD.

We also recognise that your life extends past
the workplace and offer an Employee Assistance
Programme, flu jabs and health checks at the
workplace, subsidised gym membership and regular
Mental Health and Wellbeing afternoons.

If you would like to get in touch, to discuss working
with us, or how we can support your entry into
teaching, you can click the link below. For more
information about our ECT offer, visit: mynewterm.
com/trust/The-Howard-Academy-Trust

Find Us Online

To keep up to date with everything that takes place
within our academies, you can follow us online on
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

Use the handles below when searching for our
individual school socials.

You can also find THAT on LinkedIn at:
www.linkedin.com/company/howardacademytrust

>{< @templemillthat

@thehowardthat
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