THE HOWARD

Academy Trust

Trust Newsletter
lerm 6 | 2025/26

The Howard School
celebrate a monumental
Ofsted result!

PLUS | Staff Awards * Fundraisers ® Dress-Up Days * And More
Working together to build a community of successful learners

Inclusivity * Dignity ® Respect ® Ambition



In This Issue

A Message from the Chief Executive ... 03
TrUST NE@WS ..o 04
Deanwood Primary School............................................ 038

Stepping Back into Victorian Times, Colour Run Success, Inspiring Young Musicians and A Big Thank You!

Thames View Primary School............................................... 09

Visit to Chatham Historic Dockyard, Stone Age Workshop, Magical Maths Visit and Student Sporting Success

Miers Court Primary School.......................................... 10

Mini Youth Games Cricket Tournament, Visit to Port Lympne, Our First iRock Concert and Year 4 Viking Day

Temple Mill Primary School............................................... 11

Year 6 PGL Residential, International Day of Play, Student Dance Success and Visit to Lower Grange Farm

The Rowans AP Academy ..., 12

Visit to Fenn Bell Zoo, Bushcraft Adventure, Creative Arts Exhibition and Medway Inclusive Summer Games Success

HUrstmere SChool. ... 13

Duke of Edinburgh Expedition, Study Workshops, Hurstmere Trading Club and Visit to the Natural History Museum

Waterft ot UT C 14

Engineering at the University of Greenwich, District Athletics Championships, CV and Post-16 UCAS Workshops

The Abbey School ..., 15

Geography Field Trip to Stratford, Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Expedition, Water Polo Success and Creative Artwork

The Howard School ... 16

Visit to the University of Kent, Madrid School Trip, Festival of Languages and Culture and Musical Achievement

Page 2 | Term 6 2025/26 thatrust.org.uk | @thatrustkent



A Message from our Chief Executive

Dear Parents, Carers, and Colleagues,

As we reach the end of another successful academic year, | would like to congratulate all
of our pupils and staff on their many achievements. Throughout the year, our pupils have
embraced a wealth of opportunities, from educational visits and residentials to sporting events,
creative projects and enrichment activities. It has been wonderful to see them develop new
skills, achieve success and represent their schools with pride. Thank you to our staff, parents
and carers for your continued support throughout the year. | wish you all a safe, relaxing and
enjoyable summer break.

O McColgan

Owen McColgan Chief Executive

Inclusivity

Dignity

During the half-term break, LT, a student
from The Howard School, took part in
the Chatham Maritime Dragon Boat
Race in support of Miers Court Primary
School. Competing against more than
30 teams, the event was a great success,
with the team raising over £700 for the
school, exceeding their original target.

Year 5 pupils at Deanwood Primary
School had a fantastic time taking part
in the “Rockets and Robots” workshops
at Chatham Grammar. Thank you to the
staff and students for a welcoming and
engaging experience, giving everyone
the opportunity to learn, explore and
enjoy STEM activities together.

Congratulations to Seb from Thames
View Primary School, who has received
a Young Citizens Award from Medway
Council in recognition of his outstanding
contribution to the community, raising
more than £400 for The Rowans Hospice.
Seb has shown compassion, generosity
and our value of Dignity in action.

Year 6 students at The Abbey School
ended their Transition Week with a
fun-filled Colour Run, celebrating a
successful start to their journey at the
school. The students embraced new
experiences with confidence and respect,
making them a wonderful example of our
value of Dignity.

Ambition

Respect

Congratulations to Enyinnaya from

The Abbey School on signing his first
professional contract with Dover Athletic
for the 2026/27 season. Currently in
Year 12, Enyinnaya has balanced his
studies with his football commitments,
making this a fantastic achievement and
a testament to his hard work.

Congratulations to Hart in Year 9 at
Hurstmere School on winning gold at
an international boxing tournament in
Portugal. After winning all three of his
bouts, Hart was crowned champion
in the 43kg category, demonstrating
exceptional dedication, determination
and our value of Ambition.
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M, one of Thames View Primary School
Eco Ambassadors, has been putting her
learning into action by creating a small
container of sugary water to help tired
bees after learning about their vital role
in our ecosystem. Her thoughtful idea
demonstrates our value of Respect by
caring for the environment around us.

Blake at The Rowans AP Academy is

a fantastic example of our value of
Respect, arriving to every Land Based
Studies lesson on time, ready to learn,
and consistently showing kindness and
politeness to both staff and classmates.

Keep up the excellent work, Blake!

thatrust.org.uk | @thatrustkent



Trust News

£2<) The Howard

N4

School

This result comes amidst an overwhelmingly
positive Ofsted inspection, which also sees the
school receiving four ‘Strong Standard” and two
‘Expected Standard’ judgements.

Inspectors judged Personal Development and
Wellbeing to be ‘Exceptional’, a grade reserved
for practice that is among the very best in the
country. Inspectors found that the school’s work
to support pupils’ mental health, character, and
spiritual growth has a “transformational” impact,
particularly for its most vulnerable learners.

Achievement and Post-16 were also found to
meet the ‘Expected Standard’, with “overall
progress which [is] above national averages over
time”. The Sixth Form curriculum, it was noted, is
“designed to meet students’ needs”, with “expert
career guidance” which allows students to go
onto “highly aspirational higher education and
apprenticeships”.
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Read our report

Speaking of the school’s success, Mr Johal,
Principal of The Howard School, said:

“We are absolutely thrilled with the fantastic
things that Ofsted said about our school, and the
parental and carer feedback given to Ofsted via
the Ofsted questionnaire. Ofsted commented
that they had rarely seen such positive feedback
from parents and careers.”

Owen McColgan, Chief Executive of THAT, also
celebrated the school’s achievements:

“We are incredibly proud that the school
received an Exceptional grade for Personal
Development and Wellbeing. Ofsted has made
it clear that Exceptional practice represents
provision that is among the very best nationally
and from which other schools can learn. This
outcome is thoroughly deserved and is a
testament to the dedication of staff, leaders and
governors who work tirelessly to provide the
very best for pupils.”

To read the full report, please click here.

thatrust.org.uk | @thatrustkent



https://www.thehoward-that.org.uk/_site/data/files/documents/ofsted/55B70BAC7097EDE24ECAFDB434EEB634.pdf
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/provider/23/141466

Trust News

After sixteen years with The Howard Academy Trust, this will be my final term as Chief Executive.

When | joined the Trust in 2010, we were a very different organisation. Looking back over the past
sixteen years, it has been a privilege to see our academies grow and develop, and an even greater
privilege to serve as Chief Executive since 2019. None of what we have achieved has been the work of
one individual. Every success has been built on the dedication, professionalism and care shown by our
staff, the support of our families, and the enthusiasm and resilience of our pupils. As we reach the end
of another academic year, | would like to take a moment to thank everyone for all their work.

Across our academies, we have continued to improve outcomes for children, strengthened the quality
of education we provide and, most importantly, ensured that our schools are places where children feel
safe, supported and inspired to succeed. This year has provided many moments of pride, not least the
recognition our schools have received through Ofsted. It has been a particularly busy year, with four
inspections successfully completed, reflecting the hard work and commitment of colleagues across the
Trust and the positive experiences of our pupils every day.

As | prepare to hand over the leadership of the Trust, I do so with immense pride and gratitude. Thank
you to our staff for the difference you make every single day, to our parents and carers for your trust and
partnership, and to our pupils, who remain at the heart of everything we do. Watching so many young
people grow in confidence, discover their talents and achieve their ambitions has been the greatest
privilege of all.

Thank you for supporting me on this remarkable journey. | leave knowing that The Howard Academy
Trust is in the hands of exceptional people, and | have every confidence that the very best is still to
come. | wish you all a restful summer break and every success for the year ahead.

All the best,
O McColgan

Owen McColgan Chief Executive

# Download on the
@& App Store
[clagige)]
>’ Google Play

~ Have you downloaded the Arbor app?
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https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/arbor/id1448707412
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.arboreducation.parentapp&hl=en_GB&gl=US

Trust News
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Trust News
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Deanwood
g’} Primary School

Year 5 Step Back into Victorian Times

Year 5 stepped back in time to experience life as a Victorian school
child during their exciting Victorian Day. The children looked
fantastic in their costumes and fully embraced the experience,
discovering just how different school life was in Victorian times.
A special mention goes to Mr Daniels, one of our wonderful
volunteer helpers, who took on the role of Victorian School
Master with great enthusiasm, making the day both authentic and
memorable. A huge thank you to Miss Rumjaun, Mrs Down and
Mr Daniels for organising such an engaging learning experience.

Follow us on @deanwoodthat

LT

©

A Big Thank You!

A huge thank you to our Parent Governor, Emma Fisk, who
arranged for the Henderson team, through Vinci Facilities’
community volunteering programme, to transform Mr Slack’s
Reading Garden during the half-term break.

The refreshed space looks fantastic and has already been enjoyed
by our pupils. We are incredibly grateful to Emma and the
Henderson team for their generosity, hard work and support of
our school community.
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Colour Run Success

At the end of last term, Miss Rumjaun and her team
of volunteers organised a Colour Run in support of
Muscular Dystrophy charities - a cause that is very close
to our hearts.

Thanks to the incredible generosity of our school
community, we raised an amazing £2,741. A huge
thank you to everyone who took part and supported this
fantastic fundraising effort.

Inspiring Young Musicians Visit

Our Key Stage 2 pupils enjoyed an inspiring musical
workshop led by William, a former Deanwood pupil,
and Ralf from the National Youth Orchestra. The
children loved listening to the trombone and trumpet
performances, taking part in interactive musical games
and learning more about the opportunities available
through music. It was wonderful to see so many pupils
inspired by the experience and developing an even
greater enthusiasm for music.

thatrust.org.uk | @thatrustkent
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Year 5 Visit Chatham Historic Dockyard

Year 5 enjoyed a fantastic educational visit to Chatham Historic
Dockyard, where they explored HMS Ocelot, HMS Gannet and
HMS Cavalier.

The children were particularly interested in learning about life
on board HMS Gannet, including the punishments sailors faced,
and enjoyed making their own piece of rope after visiting the
working ropery. The trip brought their learning to life and was a
memorable experience for all.

Magical Maths Visit from Professor Poopenshtinken

Pupils in Years R-5 enjoyed a fantastic visit from Professor
Poopenshtinken, who amazed everyone with a range of fun maths
tricks and activities. The session showed just how exciting and

engaging maths can be, inspiring pupils to explore the subject
in new ways. We are delighted that the Magical Maths after-
school club will be returning in September, giving children the
opportunity to develop their skills through games, challenges and
interactive activities. It was a fun-filled experience and another
great way to inspire the next generation of Maths Geniuses.

Follow us on @thamesviewthat

'

Year 3 Stone Age Workshop

Year 3 had a fantastic time taking part in a Stone Age
workshop, bringing their history learning to life.

The children explored a range of artefacts, handled real
animal fur, discovered fascinating facts and enjoyed
listening to a story about life in the Stone Age. The
hands-on activities helped deepen their understanding of
the topic and made for a fun and memorable learning
experience.

Celebrating Student Sporting Success

Congratulations to Nancy, who achieved an
impressive third place in a roller skating competition
featuring more than 200 competitors. As a
competitive artistic roller skater, Nancy performed
seven times across the weekend to secure her place
on the podium. This is a fantastic achievement,
and we are incredibly proud of her dedication and
success.
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Follow us on @mierscourtthat
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Roaring Time Was Had By Year 5 at Port Lympne

Year 5 enjoyed an unforgettable visit to Port Lympne Wildlife
Reserve, bringing their classroom learning to life. During the
visit, pupils learned about conservation and the important
work of charities such as the Aspinall Foundation in protecting
endangered species. They also took part in a safari, seeing a
wide range of animals, including black rhinoceroses, gibbons,
red pandas, orangutans and tigers, some of which featured in
the books they have studied this year. The trip gave pupils a
memorable and inspiring learning experience.

Year 4 Viking Day Experience

Year 4 had a fantastic time stepping back in history during their
Viking Day. Throughout the day, pupils explored Viking life by
learning about runes, writing their own messages, researching
Norse gods and beginning to construct their own longships.
They also enjoyed taking part in a Viking raid, bringing their
classroom learning to life through fun, hands-on activities. A
huge thank you to our parents and carers for supporting the
day with such fantastic costumes, which helped make the
experience even more immersive and memorable for everyone.

thatrust.org.uk | @thatrustkent



Temple Mill

Primary School

Year 6 PGL Residential Trip

Year 6 had a fantastic time on their residential visit to PGL,
enjoying a packed programme of outdoor activities and

adventure. Throughout the trip, pupils challenged themselves
on the big swing, sensory trail, abseiling and fencing, while also
enjoying campfire activities and celebrating a birthday together.
[t was wonderful to see everyone stepping outside their comfort
zones, building confidence and creating lasting memories. The
residential was a brilliant experience for all, and the children
made the very most of every opportunity. Well done, Year 6!

International Day of Play

Our Year 1 pupils had a fantastic time celebrating International
Day of Play with an afternoon of fun, creativity and teamwork. The
children took part in a range of exciting activities that encouraged
them to work together, use their imagination and enjoy active

play.

Throughout the afternoon, they developed important social skills,
built confidence and strengthened friendships, all while having
lots of fun. It was wonderful to see so much enthusiasm, laughter
and smiles from everyone involved.

Celebrating Dance Success

Congratulations to Sienna in Year 5 and her dance team on
qualifying for the All Dance England Finals.

After months of hard work, commitment and practice, this is a
fantastic achievement and one to be incredibly proud of. We wish
Sienna and her team the very best of luck in the finals and look
forward to hearing how they get on.

Year 5’s Exciting Visit to Lower Grange Farm

Year 5 enjoyed an fun day at Lower Grange Farm, taking part in a
range of outdoor activities including air rifle shooting, climbing,
water rockets and bushcraft. Throughout the day, pupils challenged
themselves, developed their communication, problem-solving
and resilience skills, and supported one another every step of the
way. It was a fantastic day of adventure, learning and teamwork,
with plenty of smiles and memorable experiences for everyone
involved.
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Sycamore Class Visit Fenn Bell Zoo

Sycamore Class enjoyed another fantastic trip, this time visiting
Fenn Bell Zoo to explore a variety of amazing animals and learn
more about wildlife and conservation. The pupils showed great
enthusiasm throughout the day, enjoying the opportunity to see
the animals up close and spend time outdoors together.

The visit also included plenty of fun in the play park and a well-
earned ice cream, making it a memorable day filled with learning,
laughter and smiles.

Hosting Our Creative Arts Exhibition

We were delighted to celebrate the outstanding work of our Art,
Textiles, Photography and Design Technology pupils at this year’s
Creative Arts Exhibition. The exhibition showcased the creativity,
talent and dedication of our 2025/26 students, with an impressive
collection of work that inspired everyone who attended.

A huge thank you to Miss Ravate, Miss Horsley, Mrs Gale, Mrs
Calder, Mrs Popely and Mrs Stacey for hosting such a wonderful
evening, and to Mrs Skinner for providing the refreshments, which
were thoroughly enjoyed by all.
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Year 9 Duke of Edinburgh Expedition

Congratulations to our Year 9 students on successfully completing their
Duke of Edinburgh expedition. Working in teams, students navigated
their routes, carried their equipment, cooked outdoors and camped
overnight, demonstrating resilience, determination and excellent
teamwork throughout.

They supported one another brilliantly and represented the school
with pride. A huge thank you to all of the staff who gave up their
time to support the expedition, and well done to every student on this
fantastic achievement.

classroom.

Celebrating the Hurstmere Trading Club

We were proud to celebrate the founding members of the
Hurstmere Trading Club, the first of its kind across The Howard
Academy Trust. Since the club launched in February, students
have demonstrated impressive enterprise, resilience and ambition,
collectively generating almost £10,000 through their own research
and investment decisions.

A huge thank you to Marco Evans and Sam Priddy from LGT Private
Banking for their continued support and expertise. Congratulations
to all of our founding members on this outstanding achievement.
We look forward to seeing what you accomplish next.
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Follow us on @HurstmereSchool

Year 9 and 10 Study Skills Workshops

Year 9 and 10 students took part in valuable study skills workshops
delivered by The Life Skills Company. The sessions focused on
effective revision techniques, helping students develop strategies
to revise smarter, improve retention and build positive study
habits. These skills will support students in preparing for future
assessments and achieving success both in and beyond the

Year 9 Visit the Natural History Museum

Our Year 9 students enjoyed a fantastic Enrichment Day at the
Natural History Museum, exploring its world-famous collections.

From dinosaur skeletons and fossils to volcanoes, earthquakes and
the diversity of life on Earth, the visit brought classroom learning
to life while encouraging curiosity and a deeper understanding
of the natural world. It was a brilliant day of learning beyond the
classroom. Well done, Year 9!

thatrust.org.uk | @thatrustkent
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UTC Follow us on @waterfrontutc

Furthering Education and Careers

Engineering Experience at University of Greenwich

Our Year 13 students enjoyed a series of material testing activities at
the University of Greenwich Faculty of Engineering, supporting and
enhancing their studies. The hands-on sessions allowed students
to apply their classroom knowledge in a university laboratory
environment, developing their technical skills, practical understanding
and confidence in analysing real-world results. A huge thank you to
the staff and volunteers who supported these valuable experiences
and helped provide our students with insight into higher education
and industry practices.

UTC Compete at District Athletics Championships

Waterfront UTC took their largest ever team to the annual District
Athletics Championships, with pupils representing the school
brilliantly throughout the day. Despite the hot conditions, students
showed fantastic resilience, teamwork and determination, with
many competing for the first time and stepping up to support
the team. Congratulations to M (4th in the 1500m), A (5th in the
100m final), LW (silver in shot put) and MF (gold in javelin) on
their fantastic achievements. Well done to the whole team for
representing Waterfront so positively.

Year 12 CV Workshop

Year 12 students welcomed Margo from Enable for an engaging CV
workshop focused on preparing them for future careers. Students
explored what employers look for in a CV, interview preparation

tips and the importance of building a professional LinkedIn
presence. They also received individual feedback on their CVs.
Margo praised students for their professionalism throughout the
session. A huge thank you to the Enable team for their continued
support in preparing our students for their next steps.

Post-16 UCAS Workshop

A huge thank you to Holly from the University of Hertfordshire for
delivering an informative UCAS workshop for our Post-16 students.
The session focused on the university application process, with
practical guidance on writing effective personal statements and
showcasing skills, experiences and aspirations. Students also
explored how these skills can support applications for degree
apprenticeships and other competitive opportunities. We are
grateful to Holly and the University of Hertfordshire ambassador
team for their continued support in helping our students prepare
confidently for their next steps beyond education.
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Furthering Social Impact and Development

Year 12 Geography Field Trip to Stratford

Year 12 Geography students recently visited Stratford to investigate
the area’s transformation and regeneration as part of their A-Level
studies. Despite wet weather, students showed excellent resilience
while carrying out fieldwork surveys and exploring the Queen
Elizabeth Olympic Park and V&A East Museum. The visit provided
a valuable opportunity to apply classroom learning to a real-world
environment. Students were a credit to the school throughout the
day, demonstrating maturity, enthusiasm and engagement.

Year 9 Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Expedition

Huge congratulations to our Year 9 students on successfully
completing their Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Qualifying
Expedition. Despite the hot weather, challenging routes and
demanding navigation, students demonstrated fantastic resilience,
teamwork and determination throughout. They supported each
other every step of the way and should be incredibly proud of
their achievement.

A big thank you to Miss Harris, Miss Rubio, Miss Muckian, Mr
Oyewole, Mrs Legrand and Mr Keating for their invaluable support
in making the expedition a success.

Student Water Polo Success

One of our students proudly represented the South East at the
Swim England Inter-Regional U16 Water Polo Championships!
After an incredible Saturday, the South East finished second in their

group with fantastic wins over London and the West Midlands,
securing a place in Sunday’s semi-finals. They then powered past
Scotland to book their place in the final! Following a thrilling and
hard-fought final, the South East came away with an amazing
Silver medal, with the Faversham teammates all getting on the
scoresheet during the tournament. Congrats, team!

Year 7 Creative Classroom Artwork

At the end of last term, Year 7 students created some fantastic
paintings inspired by the work of Friedensreich Hundertwasser.

Students developed their understanding of portrait proportions
and combined their artwork with landscapes inspired by local
landmarks, creating a collection of unique and imaginative pieces.

Well done, Year 7, on your creativity and hard work!
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Celebrating Student Success and Social Impact

Year 10 Aspire Students Visit the University of Kent

Year 10 Aspire students from The Howard School recently attended
a Future Humans Research Day at the University of Kent, exploring
how developments in Artificial Intelligence and robotics could shape
the future of society. Through a series of workshops and a university-
style seminar, students investigated the question, “What will future
humans be like?” and presented their ideas to peers and staff.
University staff praised the students for their curiosity, engagement
and thoughtful contributions throughout the day. We are proud
of how they represented The Howard School and embraced this
valuable opportunity to experience university life.

Hola! Madrid School Trip

Students enjoyed a memorable and action-packed visit to
Madrid, experiencing the city’s culture, history and world-famous
attractions. Highlights included a day at Parque Warner Madrid,
visits to El Retiro Park and the Santiago Bernabéu Stadium, and
navigating Madrid’s metro network. On their final day, students
explored the gardens of the Royal Palace, visited the historic Arabic
Walls, and enjoyed traditional Spanish food at Mercado de San
Miguel and the famous Chocolateria San Ginés. The trip provided
valuable opportunities for students to develop independence,
broaden their cultural understanding and create lasting memories.

Year 7 Celebrate Success at Festival of Languages and
Culture

Congratulations to our Year 7 students who represented The Howard
School brilliantly at the University of Kent's Festival of Languages and

Culture. Students took partin a range of workshops and performances,
celebrating different languages and cultures while showcasing their
creativity and confidence. A special congratulations to RF, RP, 10,
TR and BM for their fantastic achievements, including winning the
Overall Prize from hundreds of competing students.

Musical Achievement

A huge congratulations to IS in Year 8 on achieving an outstanding
Grade 4 Distinction in Drumming with full marks. This is an
exceptional achievement and reflects IS's talent, commitment and
dedication to developing his musical skills. Achieving a distinction
is a fantastic accomplishment, but achieving full marks makes
this success even more impressive. We are incredibly proud to
celebrate the achievements of our students beyond the classroom
and love seeing them pursue their passions!
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Join Our Team

The Howard Academy Trust’s aim and vision is for
our member schools to work together to build a
community of successful learners, and to deliver
an outstanding education for children and young
people.

To ensure that we can provide this, we pride
ourselves in our ability to deliver the support that
you need to progress in your career in a way that
best suits you.

We welcome new staff and ECTs into our 9
academies in all subjects and key stages, and
provide a community which allows for collaboration
and the building of a strong and supportive teaching
network.

Did you know that many of our facilities are available
to hire outside of school hours? We have a variety of
classrooms, school halls, sports hall & gym facilities,
dance studios, drama studios, conference rooms and
football pitches available, and accept bookings on
weekday evenings and weekends!

To see a full list of the facilities available, to check
availability and book a location, visit:
https://thatrust.schoolhire.co.uk/

% @deanwoodthat

The Howard Academy Trust values employees who
work for our organisation and can offer a variety of
support, as well as opportunities to progress in your
career with access to Middle and Senior Leadership
Courses, role specific training courses for associate
staff, and career stage CPD.

We also recognise that your life extends past
the workplace and offer an Employee Assistance
Programme, flu jabs and health checks at the
workplace, subsidised gym membership and regular
Mental Health and Wellbeing afternoons.

If you would like to get in touch, to discuss working
with us, or how we can support your entry into
teaching, you can click the link below. For more
information about our ECT offer, visit: mynewterm.
com/trust/The-Howard-Academy-Trust

Find Us Online

To keep up to date with everything that takes place
within our academies, you can follow us online on
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

Use the handles below when searching for our
individual school socials.

You can also find THAT on LinkedIn at:
www.linkedin.com/company/howardacademytrust

>{< @templemillthat

éz‘ E @mierscourtthat @thehowardthat

w @waterfrontutc

%!,, @HurstmereSchool

w @thamesviewthat

//Q\ @theabbeythat

JHENRY @thatrustkent @ @TheRowansAP
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